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'Choice of Raborn to Head CEA
Ended Long Search for Talent

By Carrol Kilpatrick

. tJohn W. Macy Jr. . ‘
\
\
\
\

Washington Post Btaff Writer ‘
- President Johnson's selecu
of Vice Adm. William F. Rj
born Jr. to be directorof t 1
Central Intellizence Agen P
ended one of the longest tale ‘ t
searches of the Johnson A
‘ministration and was prima
1y the work of talent: sco
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Like - a number of othf
| Johnson appointments, it ca
as an almost complete surprij
‘after many other promine|
‘men had been mentiqned
ithe delicate assignment.

Crmcism Expected

: The selection. of a milita y
man to head the CIA was ¢
pected to arouse criticism, a d
it~ Has, but it . likewise
stimulated applause because [t
Raborn’'s "popularity ' in -} -
gress and the military serviges
and in industry. -
.John A. McCone, the presdgnt
|CIA director,” a Califor o

Republican and industrialift,!s
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a memorandum recommend-
ing Raborn as first cholce. He
had the endorsement of Sec-

-iretary of Defense Robefrt S.

McNamara. ,

* The President knew Raborn
from the days of the Senate
investigatlon that followed the

‘| Soviet launching of the first

space satellite, but he appar-
ently did not know the ad-
miral well,

. 'While the Admiral is a.na-
tive Texan, he moved-to Okla-
homa when a child and was
appointed to the Naval Acad-
emy from Qklahoma. He is a

| close friend of House Majori-

ty " Leader Oarl Albert: (D-
Okla)
Durmg last yearrs pre51den

S1tial campa.ign, Raborn, -unlike

a number of other military
leaders, posed the candida-
cy of Ba Goldwater.

-“He’s just not smart enough
to be Presldent of the United

sv‘..v-xx—

States,” Raborn said of Gold-
water.

A major factor In Macys
recommendation of' Raborn!
was that. a primary concern of'
CIA is knowledge of the de-
velopment - of new weapons
overseas. Raborn is one of the
foremost military experts on,
weapons development and.
evaluation, ;

Another factor is that thea
CIA - directorship requires}
strong managerial talent;
which- Raborn demonstrated|
when he was chief of the;
Navy’s Special Projects Agen-i
cy, which produced the Po-\
laris missile,

Raborn retired as Deputy‘
Chief 'of Naval Operations for;
Development in September,
1963, - after 39 years in unii
form He then became v1cc
president and ' program man-'

ager of Aerojet-General Corp.,, .

a leading defense manufac-!
turer. Raborn will be 60 years
old in June. 4
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told the President last year f
his desire to retire.

Civil Service Chairman
Macy, acting as the President's
‘chief talent scout, immediate-
Iy began the search for a syc-
cessor to McCone, There wele
a number of candidates for the
ipost and there were some high,

officials considered who woul d{ ) . }

‘have taken it but were npi
necessarily eager to have‘__i A

Endorseéd by McNamara ;;}“ffi
As always, the -Presidept

‘went about the task in: te -

greatest secrecy.

After much dlsr;usélon wi he!

in the Administration’ of ' §ll:

possible choices, Macy W.; jﬁ’
e YRS 71 ; y
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